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1. AS YOU REQUESTED, I MET THIS AFTERNOON FOR AN HOUR WITH 
ALL THIRTY-THREE CHIEFS OF MISSION OF AF REGION (EXCEPT 
SOUTH AFRICA). I MADE ALL THE POINTS AGREED UPON AND 
PARTICULARLY STRESSED INTERNAL NATURE OF APPOINTMENT, YOUR 
CONFIDENCE AND PRESIDENT'S IN DAVIS, HIS OUTSTANDING 
QUALITIES, IMPORTANCE OF SEPARATING THE MAN FROM THE 
POSITION. I EXTENDED THEM AN INVITATION TO MEET WITH YOU 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER YOUR RETURN. 

2. WHEN I THREW THE MEETING OPEN FOR QUESTIONS SEVEN CHIEFS 
OF MISSION SPOKE, TWO OF WHOM (GUINEA, ZAIRE) EXPRESSED 
THANKS FOR THE CHANCE TO MEET AND PROMISED TO REPORT MY 
WORDS TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS. FIVE OTHERS (LIBERIA, BOTSWANA, 
NIGERIA, GHANA, TANZANIA) HAD VARYING RANGE OF CRITICISMS, 
FOR EXAMPLE: 

A. MEETING SHOULD HAVE BEEN CALLED BY YOU. 
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B. MEETING SHOULD HAVE BEEN CALLED EARLIER. 

C. SENDING AN "INTEMPERATE" LETTER TO THE OAU AND THEN 
PUBLISHING IT WAS A MISTAKE. 

D. MEETING SHOULD HAVE BEEN HELD AFTER OAU RESOLUTION 
AND AMBASSADORS GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO RELAY OUR VIEWS 
TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS. 

E. IT IS NOT REPEAT NOT POSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE MAN FROM 
THE POSITION. 

F. THERE IS NOTHING WRONG IN CRITICIZING AN APPOINTMENT 
OF SUCH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE AFRICAN STATES. 

G. DESPITE ALL THAT WE HAVE SAID IN DEFENSE OF DAVIS HE 
WILL HAVE A HARD JOB OBTAINING AFRICAN CONFIDENCE. 

3. I RESPONDED TO THESE POINTS FORCEFULLY, DRAWING ON 
THE LANGUAGE OF YOUR LETTER TO OAU SECRETARY GENERAL 
ETEKI. I AGAIN STRESSED DAVIS' CREDENTIALS AND FACT THAT 
THIS APPOINTMENT INDICATIVE OF ADMINISTRATION'S DEEP 
INTEREST IN AFRICA. I ALSO STRESSED IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS 
THAT THE DAVIS APPOINTMENT IS PRIMARILY A MATTER OF US 
SOVEREIGNTY, THOUGH WE CAN UNDERSTAND AFRICAN INTEREST. 
INGERSOLL 
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